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From the Chair 

2022 was a good year for people with disability. Early in the year Dylan Alcott AO, athlete, Paralympian, 

philanthropist and media personality became Australian of the Year. Dylan is a strong advocate for 

people with disability and raised community consciousness about how our society responds to those 

with disability. That is a group of people representing about 18 percent of our population. The Royal 

Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and People with Disability also raised the issue of attitudinal, 

environmental, institutional and communication barriers to people with disability. The final report is 

due at the end of September 2023. 

2022-3 was also a good year for Embracing Ministries. During the year our Ordinance was approved by 

Bishop in Council, our MOU with Anglicare was reaffirmed, staffing providing administrative support 

was enhanced and we became a registered charity. We have also commenced planning a national 

conference for 2024. It was also a disappointing year in that we did not receive Deductible Gift Recipient 

Status or be recognised as a Public Benevolent Institution.  The reason for the rejection is because we 

are too closely associated with the church and its mission. The Board of Embracing Ministries was not 

prepared to compromise our purpose or water down our Christian character to facilitate receiving PBI 

eligibility.  

The Ordinance entitled Embracing Ministries Ordinance 2022 confirms Embracing Ministries as a 

Chaplaincy Unit of the Anglican Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn. The purpose of Embracing Ministries 

is set out in the Ordinance “to provide support and services for the welfare to and the well-being of 

people with disabilities and their families and carers” within the Diocese. Its wider object is set out in 

S.5 under Objects of Embracing Ministries “provide…benevolent relief and support to persons with a 

physical or mental disability within the Australian Capital Territory and NSW, their families, carers and 

supporters without regard to religious affiliation”. 

It has always been the character of Embracing Ministries that it is inclusive, welcoming all irrespective of 

religious commitment or financial capacity. Most families with disability are poor. Many have no church 

association; most have little opportunity to attend church. Embracing Ministries is welcoming, inclusive 

and addresses the systemic issues of disability. Disability is not a single issue. It impacts on families, 

carers and the broader society. This is why, notwithstanding NDIS, Embracing Ministries is so important. 

Our services fill gaps not covered by NDIS.  

I wish to thank Andrea in what has been a difficult year for her. Her role as Director has been carried out 

with love, care, professionalism and impact. Debra Burnett provided administrative support during 

2022, and in 2023 Embracing Ministries has been ably assisted by Brianna Hays Evans, who has provided 

wonderful assistance and held the fort admirably while Andrea was overseas on compassionate leave.I 

also wish to thank Assistant Director, Deb Horscroft, and the Stening Trust for their ongoing support. To 

my fellow Board members, a big thank you for all your dedication, wisdom and support. I also wish to 

thank the Diocese for its support and particularly Archdeacon Tom Henderson Brooks. 

We are excited about our planning for our 2024 Conference. In many ways the vision for this conference 

was inspired by Janet McKinney, a former Chair of the Embracing Ministries Advisory Committee. Sadly, 

she died in January this year.  Vale Janet. 

Clive Rodger 
Clive Rodger, Embracing Ministries Chair 
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From the Director  
 

So much has happened over the past few years. Embracing Ministries now has a 

functioning board with so many gifted people. I thank God for Clive, our board 

Chair, who works tirelessly to help us develop charity status and make our board 

more professional, with a constitution and everything needed for us to move 

forward. We are also blessed to also have Archdeacon Tom to support Clive and 

help guide us and pray with us.  

Embracing Ministries board is now operated by people who genuinely care about the individuals and 

families we serve. I give thanks for all on the board but especially for my closest friend Deb. Without her 

encouragement and support, I don’t think Embracing Ministries would be possible. It has been 

wonderful to have Brianna join our team earlier this year.  I give thanks that all our team and the people 

from the board are people who all have personal experiences, stories and passions that enable us to 

keep doing the good work God has called us to do. We pray that all people connected to Embracing 

Ministries will experience the abundant love that is found in Jesus Christ. We are all fathers, mothers, 

sisters, brothers, husbands, wives, grandfathers, grandmothers, and friends who have come together 

for one purpose, to see people know they are deeply loved and truly a gift from God.   

This year has been a wonderful year making connections with mums and dads. After the past three 

years of COVID 19 and the impact it has had on the community and individual families, connection has 

been a lifeline for many.  We have been able to encourage them on their journey as mums and dads 

raising beautiful children with special needs, disability and chronic illness. The more I journey with 

families through Embracing Ministries the more God puts on my heart the knowledge that all the 

parents and children are all fearfully and wonderfully made, created for a plan and a purpose.  

I hope in the next 6 months we can compile and develop resources that will continue to encourage 

parents on their journey as dads and mums raising vulnerable children.  

We have had a focus this year on respite care and special relaxing days.  We have connected with so 

many ladies this year through both our relaxation days and weekend retreats. 

 We continue to expand on our care for dads. I am excited to see the next step of this happening with 

the help of Marty Fisk and Brent Smith. There are so many benefits for dads catching up and having 

topics to talk about, Brent says this gives them strength to continue in their roles as husband/partner, 

and dads thriving as the father of a child with disabilities.  

Deb and I talked years ago about a dream to help empower and equip the special needs community. I 

truly feel Brent Smith was our answer to that prayer. Brent is especially interested in helping the fathers 

of children with disability. Sharing his own journey as a special-needs dad and coming along side others 

to empower and encourage them.  

I pray that the people in our churches and community groups see past the condition and diagnosis of 

people with disability and see the identity of every person made in God’s image. My prayer for each 

family is in the hope of the Gospel and pray for healing, hope and love for each family, parent and child. 
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Jesus is our healer and our gift. One of the most difficult things I have seen over the years is seeing so 

many parents of children with disability and illness lose their faith and hope in the church community 

but most of all in Jesus Christ and the love of God.  

I pray our churches and community groups can begin to welcome special needs families and want to 

begin the conversation to be more inclusive of people with disability. I see great hope and 

encouragement as Embracing Ministries looks at developing a disability conference next year and to 

develop resources for our churches through the documents Dr Louise Gosbel has written. I pray for all 

on the conference planning committee as dates, plans and speakers come together. Such an exciting 

event for all involved.  

At EM we strive to provide encouragement, support, inspiration, and community to families raising 

children with disability. We have begun services on the first Saturday of the month. At our Easter 

service, it was so encouraging to have 180 people book tickets.  

My prayer is that each person lives life to the full. Where each parent and child can reach their fullest 

potential in God’s love and know they are loved. I pray that Embracing Ministries continues to offer 

opportunities for families to come together and feel included as part of the body of Christ and offer 

outreach to families by providing social groups and in developing community together of people who 

love and care for each other with the love of God at the centre.  

With much love and many blessings to all, 

Andrea 

The Reverend Andrea de Vaal Horciu 

Director Embracing Ministries, and Anglicare Disability Chaplain 
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 The Embracing Ministries Board 

 
Clive Rodger (Chair) has worked as an economic consultant in industry and trade policy. He has also run 

a large workplace consultancy addressing issues of workplace culture and better functioning. Clive has 

also been a theological educator having lectured in mission and leadership as St Marks. He has chaired a 

number of public and private company boards. He has had a long Diocesan involvement having served 

on Bishop in Council, The Property Trust, Synod and St Marks Council. Clive has a passionate interest in 

the disadvantaged in society and is delighted to be involved with Embracing Ministries. 

Rev Andrea de Vaal Horciu (Director) is the Founder and heart of Embracing Ministries. She has been 

involved in ministry to children, youth and families in England, Wales, Switzerland, Romania and 

Australia as a Chaplain, a Deacon and a Priest. Through her work as a School Chaplain in specialist 

schools, Andrea recognised the calling to journey more deeply with families affected by disability. She 

came to realise that all people need the opportunity to experience the love of God and hear the gospel 

message. From this work, Embracing Ministries developed and now provides inclusive holiday programs, 

music programs, parent retreats, training, mentoring and pastoral care. Andrea is a Disability Chaplain 

for Anglicare and also the regional coordinator for Luke 14 – a CBM initiative that provides resources to 

help churches be welcoming and inclusive of people living with disability. 

Deborah Horscroft (Assistant Director) is an Occupational Therapist for The Rehabilitation Specialists, a 

disability sibling and a disability parent. When Deb previously worked as a School Chaplain with Andrea, 

she recognised the incredible work that Andrea was doing for children with disabilities in her “spare 

time” and advocated with the Stening Charitable Fund to provide financial support for the first holiday 

program that has grown into Embracing Ministries. Deb continues to help out with the Sibling program, 

making craft resources, and supporting Andrea in this valuable work. 

Ven Tom Henderson-Brooks (Diocesan Rep.) is the Archdeacon for the Canberra/Goulburn Anglican, 

with responsibility for Mission and Chaplaincy. He has been an Anglican Minister for 30 years in Kings 

Cross, Bondi, South Turramurra and North Rockhampton. Immediately prior to moving to Canberra, 

Tom led the Diocese of Rockhampton for 15 months in the transition between Bishops, having been the 

Diocesan Archdeacon for Mission and Training. He has ministered in both urban inner city and rural 

contexts. He was until June 2021, a Board Director for Anglicare Central Queensland and is now a Board 

Director for Anglicare NSW South, NSW West and the ACT. He has Degrees in Science and Theology and 

Post Graduate qualifications in Education, Ministry and Arts. He’s a self-taught musician, enjoys cycling 

and is married to Caroline. 

Christopher Wood (Treasurer) became aware of Embracing Ministries work following his wife 

presenting at a Luke 14 course and attending retreats in addition to his youngest child attending the 

Little Treasures holiday program.  Being a double degree (accounting and law) qualified CPA 

Accountant, with extensive experience in NFP and Charity management (including The Salvation Army) 

and Governance, Christopher fulfils the role of Treasurer for Embracing Ministries.  Christopher 

currently works for the Public Service. As well as a busy day job, Christopher is a husband to Kelly, and 

they have a hectic household with two neurodivergent children.   

Chris has a passion for serving in ministry and using his administration gifts, especially for those 

marginalised by disability. When not occupied with work, family and Embracing Ministries, Christopher 
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loves watching the Sydney Swans and Marvel movies, exercising (preferably running) and doing all the 

housework while his amazing wife builds a Kingdom Business.  (Hebrews 12:1) 

Dr David Clark (Assistant Treasurer) is a retired academic in Maths and Computing). He acts as an 

assistant to Chris, the treasurer of Embracing Ministries. He helps out with the day-to-day banking and 

prepares the monthly credit card transactions ready for input into Xero, our accounting package. David 

and his wife Merilyn are long standing friends of Andrea and her family. They have encouraged and 

assisted Andrea in her journey to deacon and priest and rejoiced as her ministry developed and became 

more focussed. In Andrea they see someone with a unique gift, that of seeing the child in the disabled 

body, and in the child the image of God. David feels privileged to be part of Embracing Ministries. 

Mary-Ann Kal is Senior Manager (Programs and Participants) of Sharing Places, which provides 

opportunities and support to people with disability to reach their full potential. As a long-term leader of 

Friends of Jesus ministry at St Matthews Anglican Church, May-Ann was approached to become a leader 

on the inaugural Spring Holiday Program, an inclusive program for children with disability, where she 

saw the children respond to the love of Jesus through the interactions and the Bible stories which were 

presented in multisensory ways to reach each individual child. Later, while Andrea and Mary-Ann 

supported some of the Friends of Jesus group to go to the Worthy Partners Camp in the Blue 

Mountains, they discussed at length the vision for ministering to children and adults with disability and 

their families, the challenges many have faced and still face in belonging to a church community, and 

the support that would be needed for that vision to be realised. Eventually Embracing Ministries was 

‘born’.  

With over 40 years+ working with adults and children with disability, Mary-Ann has continued to serve 

with Embracing Ministries in various capacities, through prayer, support and encouragement; providing 

information, training and leadership, as well as preparing resources, and participating in events and 

holiday programs. 

Dalanglin Dkhar (Carer Representative) has found that the work of Embracing Ministries is close to her 

heart as she is her son’s primary carer and is currently studying for her PhD on the lived experience of 

Carers. Dalang is involved with other parent groups within the disability community and sees Embracing 

Ministries as an important body of transformative service to this community. Her past work in the 

Sydney charitable organisation of Wesley Mission as Producer of Wesley Mission Television and 

Corporate Communication is helping her see how Andrea’s inspiring vision of Embracing Ministries can 

fill the gap that is sorely needed for families within this community in Canberra. 

Dr. Louise Gosbell teaches a range of subjects in New Testament as well as disability. Louise’s PhD on 

disability in the gospels was published in 2018 and she continues to write academic works on disability 

in the New Testament. Louise is a passionate disability advocate and has been involved in various 

aspects of disability ministry for over 15 years training churches and Christian organisations in disability 

inclusion. Having assisted Embracing Ministries for many years as a speaker at our Luke 14 Workshops 

and webinars, Louise joined the Embracing Ministries Board in 2021 as she is passionate about 

supporting families living with disability. Louise is married to Mark who is the principal of a school for 

students with disability in Sydney. They have 3 teenage daughters one of whom lives with disability. You 

can read some of Louise’s work online on the ABC Religion and Ethics website: 

https://www.abc.net.au/religion/for-those-with-disability-church-must-not-go-back-to-

normal/12948602 

https://www.abc.net.au/religion/for-those-with-disability-church-must-not-go-back-to-normal/12948602
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/for-those-with-disability-church-must-not-go-back-to-normal/12948602
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A Summary 
 

Embracing Ministries connects and supports churches in the Anglican Diocese of Canberra and 

Goulburn in the following ways: 

• Developing links and relationships across the diocese to advocate for people with a disability in 

churches. 

• Supporting families with special needs to connect with churches and Christian community 

groups. 

• Supporting families and offering pastoral care when a family member or child is in hospital or 

has died.  

• Networking with local Specialist and Christian schools to advertise our programs and recruit 

volunteers in this specialist field. 

• Supporting other youth and children’s ministry groups in the diocese to offer training and advice 

of inclusion of children with special needs. 

• Attending and speaking at schools, youth and children’s conferences, individual churches, 

workshops and training days – teaching about inclusion using the CBM/Luke 14 Workshop 

resources within Canberra and the wider diocese.  

• Providing two annual Christian school holiday programs offering a safe and supportive 

environment for children and young people with special needs to experience the love of God 

alongside peers of a similar age. 

• Offering a Christian Mentor program for youth to be trained to offer one on one support to a 

young person with a special need on youth and children’s programs.  

• Supporting refugee families by providing coordination of medical and therapy services and 

raising funds for essential equipment and therapies not provided by NDIS. 

• Providing accessible transport for families of children with disabilities for essential 

appointments. 

• Organising COVID-safe provision of essentials to families with disabilities in lockdown or 

quarantine. 

• Providing activities and events for families living with disability to meet their physical, social, 

emotional and spiritual needs. 
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Our Values 

 

Our Purpose 
Embracing Ministries provides pastoral care, spiritual support and developmentally appropriate 

programs for children and their families living with disability. It offers training, mentoring and advocacy 

services to those committed to improving and strengthening the lives of everyone affected by disability. 

It achieves its purpose by engaging a network of volunteers and partners through schools, churches and 

other non-government organisations. It is a recognised ministry of the Anglican Diocese of Canberra and 

Goulburn. 

Our Goals 
Embracing Ministries, with Anglicare NSW South, NSW West, ACT is committed to these goals: 

➢ To speak out for the disadvantaged. 

➢ To serve their needs of the disadvantaged with dignity, respect, and care. 

➢ To develop a network that supports, leads, and advocates on behalf of families with special 

needs.  

➢ To recognise and celebrate the Anglican faith as inspiration for our work. 

Faith Based 
Under the leadership of our Director, Rev. Andrea de Vaal Horciu, Embracing Ministries is an active 

Anglican group, seeking to reach out to the needs of families with youth and children affected by 

disabilities. An important part of Embracing Ministries is to also educate Christian people to recognise 

the need for inclusion for such families in their parishes and Christian community groups.  

Equity and Justice 
Embracing Ministries provides for the physical, spiritual, and social needs of some of the most 

disadvantaged people in Australian society. Many of the families we serve do not have access to NDIS 

funding because refugee children and adults with disabilities are often ineligible for Commonwealth 

support regardless of their needs or severity of disability. 

Strengths Based 
Embracing Ministries recognises and seeks to build on the strengths of mentors, volunteers, and 

families in need. We also aim to build capacity in existing congregations and organisations to recognise 

and incorporate individuals of any abilities. 
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Funding Embracing Ministries 
 

Anglicare 
Embracing Ministries is grateful for the funding provided by Anglicare over the past three years. Going 

forward, Anglicare will be funding Andrea as their Disability Chaplain one day per week with a donation 

towards Embracing Ministries’ other programs in the disability community.  

The Stening Charitable Trust 
We thank the Stening Charitable Trust for their significant funding for staff wages, disability transport, 

and various program costs. The funding provided by the Trust also materially supports the needs of 

individuals and families, through Rev Andrea’s pastoral care. This has included specialty equipment and 

therapy not covered by the NDIS.  

Special Donations 
Individual donations from several parishes and individuals have also been received by Embracing 

Ministries with the purpose of providing financial support to refugee families who are unable to access 

medical and other support through Government programs. This money is set aside for this use only, and 

it is recorded in the budget as Special Donations (Income) and Special Costs (Expenditure).  

Canberra Chinese Christian Church has also donated funds for the ongoing care of Embracing Siblings 

and has also generously provided home cooked meals to be shared at our siblings group.  They have 

also generously supported our monthly “Family Gatherings” with volunteers. 

Andrea and her team would also like to thank the following church communities for their generous 

financial and practical support: 

• St Mary in the Valley Anglican Church, Calwell 

• St George’s Anglican Church, Pearce 

• St James Anglican Church, Holt 

• Basement Ministries, Braddon 

• Holy Covenant Anglican Church, Cook 

• St Simon’s Kaleen 

Program Fees 

Embracing Ministries recognises that families living with disability are often families also experiencing 

financial stress. Therefore, only a nominal fee is charged for activities and events, and volunteers make 

up most of our Embracing Ministries team. Even this nominal fee is often waived for families who would 

otherwise miss out. 
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Our People and Our Programs 
 

Most of our families face multiple challenges in their daily lives. For the vast majority of families, being 

able to afford even a brief time away is beyond their capacity. Some struggle financially to meet basic 

daily needs. Embracing Ministries is holistic in its care programs and its ministry activities and seeks to 

provide opportunities for the physical, emotional and spiritual needs, not just of individuals with 

disability, but for their whole family and the wider community.  

Holiday Programs 

The Little Treasures and Spring Holiday programs have been the backbone of Embracing Ministries from 

the beginning, offering a fun, safe, inclusive and supportive environment for children and young people 

to experience the love of God. Embracing Ministries’ Christian holiday programs are set in child-safe 

environs with specialist care for every child with special needs. With activities, stories, craft and songs to 

support the daily themes and exciting incursions in the afternoon, including animal encounters and 

music programs, children with disabilities are catered for alongside their siblings and other children 

from the Embracing Ministries’ community. Trained young mentors come alongside the participants to 

enhance the enjoyment for all.   

  

Embracing Siblings 

It is a tough gig for brothers and sisters of who have family members with disabilities. Special support is 

often required. Embracing Siblings supports siblings of children who have complex intellectual, physical 

and medical needs. The program provides siblings the opportunity for mutual friendship and support. 

Siblings aged 8-14 can participate in regular fun, recreation and social outings, with a shared meal. 

Several overnight and weekend camps have also proved extremely popular.  

Carer retreats 

With weekend and day retreats for mums and dads, 

Embracing Ministries provides multiple opportunities 

each year for parents to get away from their 

responsibilities and share a time of rest and recreation 

with others in a similar situation.  
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Pastoral Care 

As an ordained minister in the Anglican Church and a long term disability chaplain in specialist schools, 

in hospitals and with Anglicare, Andrea is in a unique position to have been involved in the lives of 

families living with disability in Canberra and to have prayerfully walked with them on their often 

difficult journeys. Whether providing a listening ear, arranging transport or other practical aid, 

assistance with NDIS paperwork or hospital bedside comfort, Andrea has been there for families to 

provide hope in their time of need. 

Christian Outreach 

In 2023 a monthly “Messy Church” style family gathering has been provided, with storytelling, arts and 

crafts and a light lunch. The Easter service catered for over 180 people; however other gatherings have 

been much more intimate.  

Andrea has also been assisting Anglicare clients to participate in Nation’s Heart prayer and praise 

services via video link. 

Mentoring Program 

The Embracing Ministries Mentor Program offers 

opportunities for students in years 9-12 to join our 

team as young leaders. Each mentor works as the 

partner of a young person with a disability. Young 

leaders are trained to prepare for the unique 

challenges faced in leading the holiday programs. 

Embracing Ministries has expanded the Mentor 

program with partnerships with Trinity Christian 

School, Radford College, Burgmann Anglican School 

and Marist College, as well as training students from 

several public schools and colleges.  

 

Benefits of Volunteering (https://embracingministries.org) 

 

https://embracingministries.org/
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Testimonials 
 

Embracing Ministries has been in my son’s life and mine now for 5 years. They have helped me though 

some tough times. I had support through my mother passing, gift packs of food and Christmas gifts to 

support me and my son through covid. When my son was in primary school, we attended music sessions 

and ½ day holiday programs. I have been invited to attend parents retreats for a day or weekend away 

to meet and network with other mothers. The program is fantastic for primary school and younger 

children. – Kylie 

We have experienced and are grateful for the love and care of Embracing Ministries. They have 

provided support for us as a family as we walk the rugged path of caring for a child with special needs. 

This path can feel vulnerable and lonely, but Embracing Ministries have extended to us and others we 

know, a human touch and understanding that helps us to know we are not alone. We have enjoyed the 

fun programs run for our child with all the adequate assistance needed. We have also benefited 

and been encouraged by the effort to support parents through the difficult but rewarding days 

attending to the love and care our child needs. For us, as we were introduced to a different world with a 

child with cerebral palsy, it was comforting to know Embracing Ministries were already there and willing 

to help support us and the many other families needing care and support, compelled by the love of God. 

For us, we are truly grateful for those at Embracing Ministries who embrace our "bumpy" path in life 

with faith, hope and love. - Brent 

Embracing Ministries has been a lot of help for me and my children. They have provided a lot of help in 

our time of need. They have also been a great help with my daughter who has three handicapped 

siblings as they have provided her with outings that she would not usually be able to attend with 

children in similar situations. These outings have done wonders for her mental and social well-being and 

given her skills she would have otherwise missed out on. My children and myself will be forever grateful 

for the work that Andrea and the team from Embracing Ministries have done for us. - Kyle 

I am writing this on behalf of Embracing Ministries and the wonderful work they do for the community 

in giving families that have children with disabilities and their parents and siblings the freedom to be 

themselves and have an occasional break and the constant encouragement and help that they provide 

to the community especially the disabled children and adults that probably would not normally be able 

to attend or afford events or go to even certain school based events without a 1 on 1! Also, the offers 

they give to siblings of disabled children, like my son Josh, so he can be himself and not always be 

dragged into helping out with his brother or helping Mum or Dad getting things done because his 

brother Isaac can make it difficult to complete tasks! It allows him to be himself and do other things 

outside of helping at home, video games and school, which I think is great! He doesn’t want to go all the 

time, which is fine, but it gives him the opportunity to do something else rather than being stuck at 

home all the time, and I know he is in good hands! – Frances 

I would like to thank Embracing Ministries for organising this and secondly a big THANK YOU to Andrea 

and Bernadette for the massive effort and time they put in over the whole weekend to make sure we 

were well fed and very much looked after. – Sue  

Fathers are an invaluable part of their children's lives, and this is especially true when disability is 

involved. These fathers were able to get together and share their wisdom to be better dads than they 

already are. - Martin 
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I want to express my deep appreciation and gratitude for the invaluable support you have provided to 

my family. As parents of a child with ASD level 2 and ADHD, along with my own struggles of anxiety and 

occasional depression, life can be incredibly challenging. However, through your one-day women's 

program, the long weekend retreat, and the school holiday sessions for my child, we have found solace 

and rest from our daily difficulties.  Embracing Ministries has been a lifeline for us, offering affordable 

and sometimes even free services that have made a tremendous difference during times of financial 

hardship. I am particularly grateful for Andrea's outstanding organisation and leadership. Her kindness, 

care, and flexibility have been a source of comfort and support to us all.  Your dedication and 

commitment to helping families like ours are truly commendable. You have created a safe haven where 

we can rejuvenate and gather strength to face the challenges that come our way.  Thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts for the profound impact you have made in our lives. - Patama, Visa and Neo 

 
As a primary school teacher, since 1983, I have seen how external support agencies develop students’ 

character. I began Specialist teaching at Malkara, 2004 observing the significance of extra-curricular 

activities for each family. I fully endorse all of Embracing Ministries’ activities. Parents, carers, children, 

and extended family have been strengthened, upskilled, and supported through Embracing Ministries. 

As a teacher I saw the excitement these children had of anticipation of upcoming activities and then 

having memories to share in class, is wonderful.  

Over the years my involvement has increased. It is so much fun, and I get to use my God given gifts! I 

have participated in a wide range of activities, and all have been run professionally, with high levels of 

engagement from teams and participants. Assisting with training is significant to me, as I’m TAE 

qualified, knowing that teams are trained in how to communicate and behave with participants. 

Supporting Andrea in running camps and holiday programs gives me joy as I assist team members to 

function at their best and teach participants God’s Word in song, and a wide variety of activities. I am 

filled to overflowing with joy. Assisting in the Women’s Retreats has been amazing. Mums making 

friends, having conversations, being fed healthy meals, and getting to sleep through the night gives each 

a new perspective. Resting and relaxing are vital for families.  

I’m excited to see the next step, Men’s Gatherings, being implemented. A long-term dream coming to 

life. The benefits for dads catching up and having topics to talk about gives them strength to continue in 

their roles as husband/partner, and dad.  

Hospital support for parents and children needs to grow. Poor health and chronic health conditions are 

usually part of life with disabilities. Exhausting for everyone!  

Each of these programs needs continued funding to provide the care and fun that we all need to be fully 

alive. Embracing Ministries brings hope, strength, and resources to grow healthy families. Every Blessing 

to Andrea and all those who support her in these many facetted ministries! - Deirdre  
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Financial Summary 
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